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of bonds of the public debt of governments is quite easily the most com- 
prehensive and best legal discussion accessible to the general reader, 
and if one looks at the whole field, all of these matters noted above be- 
come more or less unimportant, and they in nowise impair the really 
great value of the work to the student and practitioner of international 
law. The book is a monument to the industry, patience, and thought- 
fulness of its author. 

The conventional law book statement, that no law library is complete 
without the book, is in this case a simple truth. 

J. Reuben Clark, Jr. 

Las Dodrinas Guerreros y El Derecho. By Dr. Juan Liscano. Caracas : 
ElCojo. 1915. pp.225. 

The European war has led the author to publish the work. In general, 
it may be described as an anti-German book, written for the purpose of 
showing what the author considers to be the impossibility of the position 
of Germany in its internal and external policies. He says that the 
present war is a fight to the death between warlike doctrines and the 
philosophy of law, and that war brings us toward barbarism, the an- 
cestral state. He criticises the German doctrine that war is the essential 
form of the state, and considers that the great error of Germany consists 
in its believing that moral principles and the respect for treaties are 
worth nothing if they retard military operations. The destruction of 
monuments, buildings, and paintings is of no importance if that destruc- 
tion assists Germany in being victorious. 

The author takes occasion to praise England, France, and Italy, the 
principles they have stood for, and their gifts to the world. He believes 
that all Germany has given us and all she desires to give us is merchan- 
dise and industrial products, and that German culture consists in seek- 
ing markets for German products and colonies for the German people. 
The victory of the Allies would perpetuate the influence of each Ally, 
while a German victory would mean a Germanized Europe. 

The author wishes Germany to live, but to live for liberty and democ- 
racy. He considers that a military Germany is a danger for humanity, 
and that a pacificist Germany is a guaranty of progress. He concludes 
that the future work of civilization is to "de-Prussianize" Germany. 

Criticism is, also, made of Ex-President Roosevelt, whom the author 
refers to as the American Kaiser, and of what he considers to be his 
military and warlike policies. 
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The book is principally interesting in showing the attitude of the 
Latin American legal mind toward the present war and in disclosing its 
sympathy for the Allies. It is written in an attractive style, and is 
well worth reading. 

Walter Scott Penfield. 



Economic Aspects of the War. By Edwin J. Clapp. New Haven: The 
Yale University Press, 1915. pp. 340. $1.50 net post paid. 

The scope of Professor Clapp's book is far narrower than its title 
suggests. What Professor Clapp sets out to do is to treat, not as a law- 
yer but as an economist, the consequences of the progressive invasions 
of traditional neutral rights in the course of the European war. These 
invasions are matter of general knowledge, and the author's account of 
them serves chiefly to focus attention by assembling them in all their 
multiplicity. Both parties to the war have participated in the unlaw- 
ful work. The sowing of mines on the open sea, the war zone declara- 
tion and the ruthless employment of submarines constitute the chief 
encroachment by the Central Powers upon neutral rights on the high 
seas. The encroachments of the Allies make a longer list, naturally, 
in view of their superior ability of sea power to interfere with com- 
merce. The extraordinary expansion of the list of absolute contraband, 
to include such articles of general industrial use as copper and rubber, 
the practical elimination of the distinction between civil and military 
use in the case of food supplies, the arbitrary imposition of embargoes 
against Gerrnany upon Holland and Scandinavia, the irregular blockade 
of Germany under the various Orders in Council, make up an imposing 
array of grievances. 

It is impossible to read Professor Clapp's indictment without gain- 
ing the impression that international law has been worked to the whim 
of the belligerent and to the prejudice of the neutral. It must, however, 
be said that one hesitates to accept Professor Clapp's case against the 
belligerents at par value. International law is a developing body of 
principles, and it would be unprecedented if no change in it occurred in 
the course of a great war involving the chief part of the civilized world. 
There is such a thing as progressive development, as well as reaction 
toward barbarism and lawlessness. To determine whether a particular 
change, as, for example, the extension of the contraband list, is in the 
line of progress or is fundamentally reactionary, requires the resources 



